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Walsall population pyramid 2017 (ONS)

-4

-2

0

2

4

Age band

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f t
ot

al
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
(%

)

0-4 5-9
10-14

15-19
20-24

25-29
30-34

35-39
40-44

45-49
50-54

55-59
60-64

65-69
70-74

75-79
80-84

85-89
90+

Walsall Male % Walsall Female % England Female % England Male %

Key issues
 
As of 2017, Walsall's population is estimated to be 281,300. This represents an increase of 
0.92% in the overall population since 2016: proportionately greater than both the 
England (0.63%) & UK (0.59%) estimates.
  
The age of the population is geographically divided: the urban, more deprived areas of 
the borough are generally  younger. The more affluent, least deprived & more rural areas 
towards the east & south-east are older. This is important to understand the relative 
demand for services by area.
  
Walsall has proportionately more young people (under 15) & older people (over 75) 
population than the England average. In contrast, the working age population is lower 
than England in most age groups. The net result is a high dependency ratio of 0.64 
(dependents : working age), which increases demand for the provision of services.©Map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller of 

Her Majesty's Stationary Office. © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Cros 

copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. © Crown copyright and database 

rights 2019 Ordnance Survey 100019529. source: ONS Mid year population estimates

Median age by Ward
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Chapter 1a - Demography Provides an overview of the population characteristics within the Walsall Borough

Ethnicity by Age Group
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/datasets/populationestimatesforukenglandandwalesscotlandandnorthernireland
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source: ONS Mid year population estimates

Chapter 1b - Population Trends Provides an overview of how the local population is changing over time
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Key issues
 
As of 2017, Walsall's population is estimated to be 281,300. This represents 
an increase of 0.92% in the overall population since 2016: proportionately 
greater than both the England (0.63%) & UK (0.59%) estimates.
 
Internal migration has seen the largest shift, with an estimated net gain of 
1161 individuals per year by 2018 compared to 2008.
 
Walsall's population is aging & will see a significant increase in those aged 
65 & over - particularly in the 90+ age band. This will be important in 
determining the future demand on services.

Projected Population Growth (2016 based)
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/datasets/populationestimatesforukenglandandwalesscotlandandnorthernireland
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Key issues
Estimated life expectancy for males in Walsall is just 77.2 years, compared 
with 78.8 for the West Midlands & 79.5 for England as a whole.
 
Although overall life expectancy has increased by 1.8 years since 2001, the 
gap between Walsall & England has widened since 2011-13, to 2.3 years: a 
significantly larger difference than with Female life expectancy.
 
Male life expectancy differs widely across the borough, ranging 8.4 years 
with the lowest in Blakenall (74.5 years) & the highest in Streetly (82.9 
years).

Chapter 1c - Life Expectancy Life expectancy at birth is a way of expressing the all-cause mortality for an area & how long someone is expected to live based on current mortality rates
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Key issues
Estimated life expectancy for females in Walsall is 82 years, compared with 
82.7 for the West Midlands & 83.1 for England as a whole.
 
Women in Walsall are expected to live 1.6 years longer than in 2001, however 
since 2011-13 there has been a consistent decline: there is a gap of 1.1 years 
compared to England (in 2011-13 this gap was just 0.4 years)
 
Female life expectancy differs by 10.7 years across the borough, with the 
lowest in Blakenall (77.8 years) & the highest in Pheasey (88.5 years). 
Blakenall is significantly below the next lowest (Willenhall South, 80.3 years). 
This picture closely matches deprivation, with the lowest life expectancy seen 
in the most deprived, & highest in the least deprived, areas of Walsall.

Male Female

©Map reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's 
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Key issues
Healthy life expectancy for males in Walsall has seen a decline in recent 
years, with difference of 5.6 years between Walsall & England (2014-16). 
An average male can expect to live 25% of his life in poor health.
 
Walsall is very similar to the rest of the Black Country boroughs which are 
also significantly below the England average.
 
The greater the years lived in poor health, the greater the impact on 
services & healthcare & impact on productivity.

Chapter 1d - Healthy Life Expectancy Healthy life expectancy is an estimate of how many years are lived in good health over the lifespan. It is commonly used to try and assess whether 
ageing populations – including Walsall’s – will be vibrant and independent, or suffer from greater chronic ill-health and poor quality of lifes.

Statistical neighbours 2015-17

England

Dudley

Walsall

Sandwell

Wolverha…

England

63.3

59.9

57.7

57.1

56.6

16.2

18.7

19.5

20.0

20.6

Years in Good Health Years in Poor Health

Male Healthy Life expectancy at Birth

50

55

60

65

70

75

2009 - 11 2010 - 12 2011 - 13 2012 - 14 2013 - 15 2014 - 16 2015 - 17

AreaName Dudley England Sandwell Walsall Wolverhampton

Female Healthy Life expectancy at Birth

50

55

60

65

70

75

2009 - 11 2010 - 12 2011 - 13 2012 - 14 2013 - 15 2014 - 16 2015 - 17

AreaName Dudley England Sandwell Walsall Wolverhampton

Key issues
Healthy life expectancy for females in Walsall has seen a sharp decline in 
recent years, falling by 4.1 years since 2009 to 57.2 years. For the first time, 
in 2014-16 Walsall female healthy life expectancy dropped below that of 
Walsall males.
 
Walsall is similar to the other Black Country boroughs but now ranks last of 
the 4, with women spending an average of 30% of her life in poor health.
 
The greater the years lived in poor health, the greater the impact on 
services & healthcare & impact on productivity.
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